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2lSTCENTURY STUDENTS I HARDWARE & PERIPHERALS

By Carol Daunt
LearnTel

Normality takes a turn
towards technology in
l i fe and schools.

6am: Monday 15 November 2010
Nova  wakes  ea r l y  t o  t he  sound  o f  he r

handhe ld  a l a rm  rem ind inq  he r  t ha t  t oday  i s

the day for  her l ive v ideo l ink wi th students in

Japan ,  Russ ia  and  Canada .  He r  t eam has  been

working col laborat ively on a cul tural  exchange

and today they debate the issues.

She  sends  an  SMS f r om he r  handhe ld  t o

her team and their  teacher to remind them to

check their  wik i  before they meet later  today.

They use the wik i  to col laborate on the paper

they wi l l  post  to the school 's  websi te about

their  cul tural  exchange program.

8am:Trovel
During her bus journey to school  Nova l is tens

to the two podcasts her RSS feed picked

up  ove rn i gh t  and  down loaded  t o  he r  MP3

player.  She also catches up on reading the

e-book that  is  a set  text  for  ancient  h istory.

She loves the way the e-book has animated

recreat ions of  ancient  c iv i l isat ions embedded

into i t

She dictates notes into her handheld and

the voice-recogni t ion sof tware t ranslates th is

into text  so she can post  both the audio and

the text  to her b log once she gets to the next
u r i r e l o < <  h ^ + < n ^ t

9am: Interview Teachers from Lost
Century
Nova is working on a history project  that  looks

at  educat ion last  century She has to meet

face-to- face wi th two teachers who were in

the c lassroom in 1995. They are meet ing at

the local  park where she can use the wire less

connect ion to enter  text  d i rect ly  into her b log

as she interv iews the teachers.

She  i s  amazed  t o  hea r  t ha t  i n  t he  l as t

century students '  only access to computers

and the Internet  was through ' labs '  set  up

in c lassrooms wi th up to twenty computers

networked together.  They ( the teachers)
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are amazed to see her handheld which acts

as a phone computer,  PDA, camera and

v ideocon fe rence  sys tem.  5he  shows  t hem

how i t  is  voice act ivated and wi l l  connect

to any websi te or  send an emai l  v ia voice

command using wire less to connect  to the

New Gene ra t i on  l n t e rne t .

She is a lso surpr ised to learn that  students

had just  one teacher for  each subject  and

didn' t  col laborate wi th students in other

countr ies or  even at  other schools.

10am: Problem Solving Class
Nova never misses her problem solving class
- she loves to hear how her c lassmates in

other schools approach issues.  She has

decided to attend this session from the group

webinar room rather than l ink in on her own

from her handheld. The group webinar room

has lounge chair seating for up to ten students

to connect via tablet PCs. She realises that this

is the new generation computer lab - like those

the teachers from last century spoke about.

1 | am: Work on Assignment
The  ass ignmen t  on  g l oba l  wa rm ing  i s  due

on Fr iday.  Nova wishes she were back in
'1995 

when assignments weren' t  submit ted

electronical ly  and dig i ta l ly  t ime stamped so

the teacher knew exact ly  when they were

submit ted.  She also wishes that  teachers didn' t

tc"  her parents on their  marking when they

emai led i t  back to her!

As she work through her spreadsheet on

research data she finds some figures that don't

seem right. She uses presence tech nology to check

her address book and finds that Hugh is available

on VolP so she clicks the'meetme'button in the

spreadsheet and invites him to join her. Hugh

is able to tell her that the figures are right and

represent an unusual event last century.

lpm:Team meeting
After  a ouick lunch Nova's team meets in the

school  canteen where they can use the wire less

network to access their  wik i .  The team has

been using a wik i  to work col laborat ively on

this project  for  two months.  The wik i  enables

them to make changes to their  presentat ion

from wherever they are.  This is  the f inal  face-

to- face meet ing before the l ink.

2p m: Videoconfere n ce Li nk
Nova's team uses the group v ideoconference

room fo r  t he i r  l i n k -uo .  The  sess ion  i s  a
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mult ipoint  l ink between the four countr ies

wi th another two s i tes in each country l inked

to v iew the debate and to ask ouest ions at

the conclusion.  Hundreds of  other students

around the wor ld wi l l  access the v ideo stream

that  wi l l  be put  on the school 's  websi te af ter

the event.

"We're hurtling towards a mobile society
where everyone will hove occess to
information wherever they ore."

3pm: Update ePortfolio
Before she heads of f  to sports t ra in ing,  Nova

updates her ePort fo l io She has been col lat ing

her ePort fo l io s ince she jo ined the school  as a

junior  l t  consists of  a b log wi th var ious text ,

audio and v ideo f i les l inked to i t .

ls this really the scenario in 2010?
No -  i t 's  more l ikely to happen before then!

Al l  of  these technologies are avai lable now. l f

you're not  sure what some of  them are,  check

the descr ipt ions and t ry them out .

(Tip:  A good place to star t  is

www.wik ipedia.org -  the onl ine

encyclopaedia that  anyone can edi t l l )

We ' re  hu r t l i ng  t owa rds  a  mob i l e

society where everyone wi l l  have access to

informat ion wherever they are Students wi l l

be accessing their  educat ion by m-Learning

and  co l l abo ra t i on  w i l l  be  pa ramoun t .

Th i s  p rom ises  t o  be  a  r i ch  l ea rn i ng

environment for  students

and  an  exc i t i ng

c h a l l e n g e  t o

teache rs  t o  des ign

for a very different

env i r onmen t .  Bu t

there is  no need to

tea r  down  a l l  t he

b r i c ks  and  mor ta r


